major role in preterm labor and delivery, z In this regard, numerous investigators have found an increased incidence of histologic evidence of chorioamnionitis in the preterm delivered placenta. 1-s Guzick and Winn found on examination of 2, 774 placentas that the rate of histologic chorioamnionitis was 32.8% and 10% in preterm and term placentas, respectively. The majority of the preterm cases with chorioamnionitis are subclinical, with the mother exhibiting no overt features of infection. Conversely, histologic chorioamnionitis is less commonly associated with maternal fever, tachycardia, uterine tenderness, and other typical signs of clinical infection. 6 Microscopic examination of the placenta shows a similar degree of polymorphonuclear (PMN) leukocyte infiltration of the chorioamnion in both circumstances, making distinction between the two scenarios difficult on pathologic grounds.
The above dichotomy leads to speculation as to why such a similar histologic picture is present 
